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Meet the challenges of rurality
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Welcoming

Speech of Minister René COLLIN, Minister of Agriculture, Nature, Forest, Rurality, Tourism and Heritage, or a representative
Key messages from day 1, programme of the day 2 and perspectives

Agricultural systems

Workshop 9 – Agriculture 4.0 / smart farming
Study cases
1. FarmHackNL: from digitization in agriculture to innovation 

opportunities for the farmer! - Antoine MILTENBURG, 
FarmHack

2. EU project H2020 IoF2020: Making precision farming a 
reality - Chari VANDENBUSSCHE, Flemish research Institute 
for farming and fisheries, partner of IoF2020

3. What impact does precision farming have on the work of 
farmers? - Amélie TURLOT, CRA-W

Territorial approaches

Workshop 10 – SMART territory and village
Study cases
1. Digital village project in Germany - Dominik Pascal MAGIN, 

Fraunhofer Institute
2. Walloonia smart village - Isabelle RAWART, Digital Wallonia
3. Developing a SMART rurality by analogy to SMART cities: 

Happy Hageland a digital tool to open countryside - Pierre 
Bernard VAN ACKER, LAG Hageland

Collaborative systems

Workshop 11 - Cocreation through digitzation
Study cases
1. Ludgate Hub, Ireland : Attracting high- profile (digital) 

businesses, creating large-scale employment, rebranding 
the town of Skibbereen - Adrienne HARRINGTON, Ludgate 
Hub coordinator

2. Cocreation projects of the Walloon LAGs - Florian 
BURNOTTE, LAG RoMaNa, Cécile MESTREZ and Jean-Pierre 
TRÉSEGNIE, LAG Meuse@Campagnes

Collective intelligence

Workshop 12 - Aging population: SMART innovative 
solutions and new services
Study cases
1. Social innovation for active and healthy aging: European 

case studies - Bénédicte GOMBAULT, King Baudouin 
Foundation - Belgian transposition of turbomodellen, 
participatory model of nursing homes - Philippe VAN DEN 
BROECK, WEL SPRL

2. Frail-safe European project: delaying frailty by combining 
medical datas and technologies - Lienia GHENO, AGE 
Platform Europe

3. European Mobile Age Project: web application co-creation 
on 4 pilot sites including a rural one located in the north of 
Manchester - Ophélie DURAND, AGE platform Europe

Agricultural systems

Workshop 13 – Agriculture and forestry coping with 
climate change
Study cases
1. Ecological file of forest tree species - Jean- Pierre SCOHY, 

Nature and Forests Departement, and Sébastien PETIT, 
walloon forests asbl

2. Practices, Innovation and Resilience of Agroecosystems 
facing climate change - Frédéric VANWINDEKENS, CRA-w

Territorial approaches

Workshop 14 – Demographic evolutions: innovative 
approaches
Study cases
1. Support fraily seniors at home. Join local forces- Yves 

DARIO, King Baudouin Foundation
2. Citizenship and seniors’ health in rural areas. « Wallonie 

Amie des Aînés »: an innovative tool? - Myriam LELEU, UCL 
and WADA project

Collaborative systems

Workshop 15 - Energy transition and sustainable 
development
Study cases
1. Condroz Energies Citoyennes, a cooperative that develops 

projects in the field of renewable energies (hydroenergy or 
biomethanisation) - Hervé PIRARD, Président CEC

2. Coopeos, a citizen cooperative of local biomass for 
sustainable heat -Xavier SOHET, LAG Pays des Tiges et 
Chavées, and Frédéric BOURGEOIS, Coopeos

3. COPO, a company transforming green waste into bricks - 
Frederic JANSSENS, COPO

Collective intelligence

Workshop 16 - Community-led initiatives
Study cases 
1. The CATL Food and Land Belt, a dynamic mobilizing the 

vital forces of the Liège region around the creation of a 
local, ethical and sustainable food chain. - Christian JONET, 
CATL coordinator

2. Citizen transition dynamics in the Rochefort region - Nicole 
WILLEM, RET

3. Participatory budget: lessons from the EMPATIA project 
(Enabling Multichannel Participation Through ICT 
Adaptations), Portugal - Kalinca COPELLO, University of 
Coimbra, Portugal

16:00 END OF THE SEMINAR

POOLING OF THE WORKSHOPS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE SEMINAR

PROGRAMME

BUFFET12:00



The Walloon Network for Rural Development organises, on the 17th and the 
18th of May 2018, a seminar on innovation in rural areas. Bringing together 
Walloon as well as European players, this seminar will be fully bilingual 
French-English.

During the seminar, the participants will be able to :
1. Discuss new approaches and collaborative methods that aim at 

stimulating innova- tion ;
2. Study practical cases, assess their pertinence and the 

opportunities they create ;
3. Formulate recommendations on how to stimulate innovation in 

Wallonia.

PROGRAMME

The topics
1. How to stimulate innovation in rural territories?
2. Innovation: the virtues of constraint
3. Opportunities and innovations enhanced by 

digitization
4. Innovating for greater resilience

The approaches
1. Agricultural systems
2. Territorial approaches
3. Collaborative systems
4. Collective intelligence

4 topics et 4 approaches, combined in 16 workshops

4 workshops on the same topic will be happening simultaneously. 
This means you have to choose, when registering, which one you wish to attend, depending on your interests.

When ?  Thursday the 17th of May from 9:00 to 18:00 and 
Friday the 18th of May, from 9:00 to 16:00. Gala evening 
on Thursday from 18:00 to 22:00.

Where ? Franche Comté Farm,
Rue de Beauvechain 6,
1320 Tourinnes-la-Grosse (Belgium).

Contact : info@reseau-pwdr.be or +32 019/54.60.51

Documents and presentations will be posted on the 
Walloon Rural Development Network website:
www.reseau-pwdr.be/fostering-innovation

PRACTICAL INFO


