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THURSDAY 17TH OF MAY 2018

Meet the challenges of rurality
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Welcoming

Opening welcome notes by the Walloon Rural Development Network Support Unit
Global Challenges and Key Perspectives for Innovation, Dr. Ir. José VOGELEZANG, Topsector Horticulture and Starting materials, Wageningen University and Research

Keynote speech - Innovation dynamics: a challenge for rural territories, Pr. Bernard PECQUEUR, Grenoble University

Round Table
What lessons do we learn from the approaches and methods implemented to stimulate innovation at European and Walloon levels?
• EIP interactive innovation model, Sergiu DIDICESCU, EIP AGRI Service Point;
• Innovation Road: method and results, Marc MORMONT, RwDR Scientific Council;
• Innovation brokerage : H2020 AgriSpin project results, Mark GIBSON, Teagasc, partner of the project;
• System Innovation: examples implemented in the Netherlands, Dr. Ir. José VOGELEZANG, Innovation programmes - Wageningen University and Research.

Agricultural systems

Workshop 1 – Advisory services in agricultural 
knowledge and information systems
Study cases
1. Walloon Agricultural knowledge and innovation systems 

(AKIS) - Philippe BARET, Dean of the UCL Faculty of 
bioscience engineering, Earth & Life institute

2. Teagasc, AKIS Ireland - Mark GIBSON, Knowledge Transfer 
and Communication

3. CIVAM Network, France - Vincent DULONG, CIVAM

Territorial approaches

Workshop 2 – Impacts of Culture on the creativity of 
rural territories
Study cases
1. Role of the Centers of Expression and Creativity -  Marie-

Catherine VANDERICK, expression and creativity center 
« L’atelier » in Marcourt 

2. Vital Village. Cultural participation for rural development - 
Beate KEGLER, Hildesheim University

3. The cultural center of Rossignol-Tintigny in a rural area: 
between democracy and cultural democratization - Bernard 
MOTTET, Cultural Center Rossignol-Tintigny

Collaborative systems

Workshop 3 - Collaborative third-places (FabLab 
and coworking) in rural areas
Study cases
1. Agrinew shared transformation workshops - Alain DE 

BRUYN, Agrinew asbl
2. Yourlab, a fablab in a rural area - Sylvain DENIS, Andenne 

FabLab
3. Rural coworking network in Wallonia - Lisa LOMBARDI, 

Digital Wallonia

Collective intelligence

Workshop 4 - Territorial management of skills and 
jobs
Study cases
1. GPECT in France, a tool for territorial development - Pham 

TRUONG, Sols & Civilisation
2. The Paysans Artisans employers group: a tool at the service 

of small agricultural producers and trasnformer artisans - 
Benoit DAVE et Thérèse- Marie BOUCHAT, Paysans Artisans

3. Creative world of handcraft: A new model for occupational 
orientation, Austria - Nicole TROESCH, Regional 
Development Agency and LAG, Oststeirisches Kernland 
Styria/Austria

Agricultural systems

Workshop 5 – Technological autonomy : adapt 
farming and energy tools to the farmers needs
Study cases
1. Atelier paysan: selfconstruction cooperative - Nicolas 

SINOIR, Atelier Paysan
2. Selfconstruction in farming and vegetable gardening - 

Jean-François MARIBRO, farmer in Ath
3. Selfconstruction in biomethanisation - Michel WARZEE, 

farmer in Hamois

Territorial approaches

Workshop 6 – Local food systems
Study cases
1. Implementation of a territorial food governance 

system: French experience - Marketa BRAINE-SUPKOVA, 
International Urban Food Network / AgroParisTech

2. Paysans Artisans: a cooperative of farmers, transformer 
artisans and consumers - Benoit DAVE et Thérèse-Marie 
BOUCHAT, Paysans Artisans

3. SKIN - an example of European Thematic Network to boost 
the Short Food Supply Chain - Dr. Fedele COLANTUONO, 
SKIN project manager, Foggia University

Collaborative systems

Workshop 7 - Valorisation of local ressources 
through circular economy
Study cases
1. Haut-Geer Biogaz - Gaetan DE SENY
2. Interreg Project Re-direct, From local green waste to local 

green resource and/or product - Tom ANTHONIS, Pro Natura, 
Interreg NWE Re-Direct

3. Biogas Bralanda, Sweden - Nils LAGERROTH, Swedish Rural 
Network

Collective intelligence

Workshop 8 - Territorial living labs: innovative places 
creating innovation
Study cases
1. Wallonia e-health living lab, first walloon living lab wallon 

dedicated to health - Lara VIGNERON, Wallonia e-Health 
Living Lab

2. Smart Rural Living Lab of Penela, Portugal - Luís MATIAS, 
Living Lab Penela

3. Innovation camp method in rural development: experience 
and results - Joel KARISSON, Rural Network Support Unit of 
Finland - Agency for Rural Affairs

18:00 Gala evening

17:30 CONCLUSIONS

COFEE BREAK15:15

PROGRAMME



The Walloon Network for Rural Development organises, on the 17th and the 
18th of May 2018, a seminar on innovation in rural areas. Bringing together 
Walloon as well as European players, this seminar will be fully bilingual 
French-English.

During the seminar, the participants will be able to :
1. Discuss new approaches and collaborative methods that aim at 

stimulating innova- tion ;
2. Study practical cases, assess their pertinence and the 

opportunities they create ;
3. Formulate recommendations on how to stimulate innovation in 

Wallonia.

PROGRAMME

The topics
1. How to stimulate innovation in rural territories?
2. Innovation: the virtues of constraint
3. Opportunities and innovations enhanced by 

digitization
4. Innovating for greater resilience

The approaches
1. Agricultural systems
2. Territorial approaches
3. Collaborative systems
4. Collective intelligence

4 topics et 4 approaches, combined in 16 workshops

4 workshops on the same topic will be happening simultaneously. 
This means you have to choose, when registering, which one you wish to attend, depending on your interests.

When ?  Thursday the 17th of May from 9:00 to 18:00 and 
Friday the 18th of May, from 9:00 to 16:00. Gala evening 
on Thursday from 18:00 to 22:00.

Where ? Franche Comté Farm,
Rue de Beauvechain 6,
1320 Tourinnes-la-Grosse (Belgium).

Contact : info@reseau-pwdr.be or +32 019/54.60.51

Documents and presentations will be posted on the 
Walloon Rural Development Network website:
www.reseau-pwdr.be/fostering-innovation

PRACTICAL INFO


