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Agriculture and Rural Development @ IEEP 

Overview 
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Agriculture and Rural Development @ IEEP 

Forests of Europe 
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Forest types 
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forest type mono-functional multi-functional conservation 

perception of 

the forest 

primary 

production 

production plus 

environmental and 
social benefits  

managed for 

nature and people 

characteristics 

intensive 

production of 
timber and other 

wood products 

‘closer to nature’ 

forestry, some timber 
production, with 

trade-offs between 
different functions 

old-growth forests, 

nature reserves, 
protective forests, 

urban forests 



Agriculture and Rural Development @ IEEP 

Forest goods and services 
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Carbon stored in EU forests 
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Carbon sink or carbon source? 
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Forest biodiversity 
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populations of common forest bird species 

status of Natura 2000 forest habitats and species 
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Forests protecting soils and water 

!! prevent soil erosion by limiting run-off and reducing 

windspeed 

!! enrich soil organic matter 

!! store and purify rain water, improving water quality and 

reducing flooding  

!! protective functions important in alpine and 

Mediterranean regions 
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Social public goods 

!! quality of life 

–! micro-climate buffer around urban areas 

–! recreation opportunities 

–! improving physical and mental health 

–! cultural and historic values 

!! jobs and businesses 

–! vitality of remote rural areas 

–! 350 000 people directly employed in forest management 
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Sustainable forest management 
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RDP forestry measures 2007-13 
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222  agroforestry systems on agricultural land 

224  Natura 2000 payments 

225 forest environment payments 

223  first afforestation of non-agricultural land 

227 support for non-productive investments 

122  improving the economic value of forests 

226 restoring potential and prevention actions 

221  first afforestation of agricultural land 

expenditure !100 million occurrence in 88 RDPs 

!16 billion of RDP expenditure allocated to these and other forestry related 

measures, equivalent to 7-8% of total RDP funding for 2007-13 
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The forest public goods debate?   
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