for a special European area
Brendan Dunford

Overview:
- The Burren, Petra fertilis 3
- Farming and the Burren ) Y2,

- A new model of management g
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Size: ¢.72,000ha, ¢.30,000 Natura 2000 (1,500ha National Park)

Bovines, Biodiversity and the Burren

It is said that it is a country where there is not water enough to drown a man, wood
enough to hang one, nor earth enough to bury one...

...yet their cattle are very fat. The grass grows in tufts of earth of two or three
faar square which lies between the limestone rocks and /s very sweet
nourishing - Ludlow (1651)




The importance of grazing (and so of stock, and of farmers):

A farmed landscape (winter grazed suckler beef)

— key to high biodiversity levels
Financial Viability?

Gross Output minus Direct and Indirect Costs
Burren 20 Farms
excerpts from National Farm Survey
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Number of farm workers

Numbers employed in agriculture, 1927-1996, Ballyvaughan RD.

8240 - Limestone Pavements R e - - 3180 - Turloughs

6210 — Orchid Rich Grasslands

Obijective: To develop a new model for sustainable
farming on the priority habitats of the Burren. NATURA 2000




Main Activities:
1 Engagement creatmg a sense of ¢ ownershlp of the agenda

2. On —site conservation activities

3. Research, monitoring, innovation

Calculated target grazing levels, led Related 1mprovernent in biodiversity
to an increase of 25% in grazing

Reduction of 61% in silage feeding — improved water quality

Outputs:
- High levels of engagement (88% approval rating among farmers)
- Improvement in condition status of Burren habitats




A tested, costed blueprint for farming for conservation in the Burren which can be
shown to be effective in addressing environmental and heritage issues and which has
the ownership and support of the local farming community and of the taxpayer.

The Burren Farming for Con

servation Programme (BFCP)

DAFF

. *€3m over 3 years (all to
Burren Farmers)
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Financing management
: A(BFCP'T‘egm& )ffice)

1m euro per annum
REAL N
o farmers qualify
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* Target Land

* Grazed Burren-type Annex 1 Habitats (/imestone grasslands and
heaths, vegetated limestone pavements, turloughs, lowland hay

. meadows)




BURREN FARMING FOR CONSERVATION PROGRAMME (BFCP) - FARM PLAN Work plan sheet: .| of [

Participant: A Farmer Address: Line 1, Line 2, Line 3, Co, Planner: A Planner
Herd number:  C0000001 Phone number: 065 0000000 Planner tel.: 087 0000000

WORK PLANNED for 2010 ({0 be completed by .../.../20...) Refer o the BurrenLIFE

Measure 1 (M1): Production of species-rich limestone grasslands and other grazed habitats

Fodo. [ Pastretype | Winrgraing | Late s grazing | Area () | i roa | Aol o
[ ! M " I M = e = Te
bleak Yed N I 493 el scluded loade Sk
Medanda Yes. Na 2 T T T e duc o o concoatede (eed eCosianded.
|~ Seng 75 T 7K Y EEREEEE v =
Measure 2 (M2): Site enhancement works Total avalable budgel up 19 €
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Measure 1: Payment for condition of grassland (by-product of a
suitable grazing and feeding regime)

Measure 2: Payment for work done (farmer contributes % of cost) gﬁ
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Our experience of working with farmers:
- Must contribute to the community (work, education, income, respect)
Need to create a sense of ownership (build on farmers ideas, input)
Locally-based (office, staff)

Focus on practical actions

Tough but fair




